
a voice … a voice that cries in the 

wilderness: Make a straight 

way for the Lord. 
 

Today’s Mass Responses: 

Psalm: My soul rejoices in my God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation  

  Alleluia, alleluia!  

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 

He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor 

 Alleluia!  

 

Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick or 
housebound:  Fr Gerry Stones, Sr Pauline Mary Smith, Elizabeth Walton,  Patricia, 

Nan & John Smith, Thomas Timoney, Elizabeth Duffy, Higney Family, Eleaner Connell, 

Joe Reddy, May Mackie, Maria Black,  Ella Clark, Mary Klemm, Ellen Burrowes, Ina 

Kandzior, Nan McGlyn, Agnes Barr, Marion McCafferty,  Jetta Clark, Mary Donnelly, 

Sally Boyle, Harris Ross, Carmel Crowe (Ireland),Marshall Ford,  and the patients of 

FVRH, FCH 
 

Last weekend’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ Attendance: Vigil 80 (12 children)         Sun 121 (22 children)  

Last weekend’’’’ collection:    Vigil £314.50       Sun-£343.63  
  
Fairtrade Tea and Coffee are served after Mass on 

Sunday in the hall.  
                

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturdays 

from 10.30am. and again from 4.45pm to 5.15pm also on Tuesdays from 

6.30pm in the Sacristy. 
 

Local Hospitals: If you or someone you know is going into hospital 

please notify Fr Kevin BEFORE being admitted if at all possible, to receive the Sacrament 

of the Sick. If you cannot receive the Sacrament before being admitted then please contact 

Fr Kevin at the Presbytery or Fr Boylan in Denny on 823310 for  Forth Valley Royal 

Hospital or one of the priests at St Francis Xavier on 623567 for Falkirk Community 

Hospital. 
 

 SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, DEFEND US IN THE DAY OF BATTLE. 

Be our safeguard against the wickedness and the snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 

power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen                    
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Rotas 

Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Readers Offertory 

Sat 13th Dec 

Jennifer Doherty 

Carmel Begen 

Avril Bell 

Elaine Lopinska 

Aileen Campbell 

Catherine Connell 

& 

Jean Costigane 

Sun 14th Dec 

Bernadette Love 

Sharon Millar 

Gemma McArdle 

Paul Cortopassi 

Patricia Smith 

Jeannie McCaffery 

& 

other 

Sat 20th Dec 

Rena Mulholland 

Mgt.Fitzpatrick 

Agnes Starrs 

Carmel Begen 

John Bell 

Tommy & 

Margaret 

Fitzpatrick 

Sun 21st Dec 

Marie Cortopassi 

Arthur McPartlane 

David Short 

Chiara Pennock 

Gemma McArdle 

Catherine & 

Cassandra Wallace 

 

Mass Timetable         Mass Intentions 
Sat 13

th
 Dec 5.30pm Pro Populo 

Sun 14
th

 Dec 11.00am May & Daniel Smith RIP 

Tues 16
th

 Dec 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Tues 16
th

Dec 7.00pm John Quinn RIP 

Wed 17
th

Dec 9.30am Mrs Wade RIP 

Thu 18
th

Dec 9.30am Madge Meikle RIP 

Thu 18
th

 Dec 7.00pm Advent Reconciliation Service 

Fri 19
th

Dec 9.30am Mildred Gorey Int 

Sat 20
th

 Dec 10.00am George Sayers RIP 

Sat 20
th

Dec 5.30pm Fr Leo Muldoon RIP 

Sun 21
st
 Dec 11.00am Pro Populo 
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3rd Sunday of Advent (Year B) 
 

Gaudete Sunday:  This Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally referred to as 

“Gaudete” Sunday, because GAUDETE is the Latin word for REJOICE! And 

“GAUDETE” — “REJOICE” — is the first word of today’s Entrance Antiphon (which is 

recited when a processional hymn is not sung. That one word — “REJOICE” — sets the 

theme of today’s Liturgy, as this celebration marks the half-way point in our observance of 

Advent. And so we REJOICE this morning, because Christmas is now less than two weeks 

away. And we light the rose candle in our Advent wreath as a reminder that this is a time 

for us to REJOICE. 
 

As we listen to the Liturgy of the Word today, we hear St. Paul giving us some very clear 

DO’s and DON’T’s (in what is the conclusion of his First Letter to the Thessalonians). 

First, the DO’s: “REJOICE always. PRAY without ceasing. In all circumstances GIVE 

THANKS.” And now, the DON’T’s: “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic 

utterances.” 
 

 Our Liturgy and the Scriptures today are all about REJOICING — and how we find reason 

for rejoicing in PROPHECY – both in the message of the Prophet Isaiah (which is our first 

reading) and in the message of St. John the Baptist (who in today’s Gospel denies that he is 

THE prophet, yet who us the greatest of the prophets who prepared the world for the arrival 

of Jesus as Saviour). 
 

In the Gospel reading today, St. John the Baptist comes across as a different sort of a 

prophet, with a much different message from Isaiah’s comforting message of the Chosen 

People’s return to the Promised Land. John had evidently won quite a reputation for 

himself as a prophet, preaching out in the desert and baptizing there in Bethany across the 

Jordan River, so some priests and Levites went to see for themselves just what was going 

on there: who John was, and why he was carrying on like he was. “Who are you? Who sent 

you? What’s going on here?” They wanted to know. And in reply to all of their questions, 

after denying that he was the Christ, Elijah, or the prophet, John the Baptist quoted another 

section of Isaiah’s prophecy: “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert: “Make straight 

the way of the Lord.” 
 

Here, John’s message is not so much a prediction, not a promise of what God will do for 

his people. It is more a challenge for people to open their eyes and see the light. Listen 

again to what John told them: “There is one among you whom you do not recognize, the 

one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 

I don’t think that we really need this Liturgy and words of the prophets to tell us to rejoice 

during this holiday season. Rejoicing seems to come quite quickly and easily. But I do 

think we might need this Liturgy and the words of the prophets to remind us about what it 

is that truly gives us cause for rejoicing. We need the prophetic message of Isaiah, and of 

St. John the Baptist, and of St. Paul to remind us of the presence among us of the one who 

is the true source of all of our joy: Jesus Christ! 
 

In fact, we might find it difficult sometimes to recognize the presence of Jesus in the midst 

of all of our Christmas preparations and celebrations. So we have this Third Sunday of 

Advent to invite us: “…. to REJOICE always. …to PRAY without ceasing. And in all 

circumstances to GIVE THANKS.” WHY? Because we have SEEN THE LIGHT… 

Because we can truly recognize Christ’s presence among us:. 

• NOT just as the Baby Jesus born of Mary in Bethlehem; 

• NOT just as the Crucified Christ nailed to the cross at Calvary and dying there for our 

sins; 

• NOT just the Risen Christ outside the empty tomb on Easter Sunday morning, or with 

the apostles in the Upper Room on Easter Sunday night. 

•BUT the Risen Lord Jesus, really and truly present among us right here and now, 

speaking to us through the Scriptures, and giving himself to us in the Eucharist that we 

share in Holy Communion. 
 

As we do, may we truly REJOICE! And may St. Paul’s words of blessing (in today’s 

second reading)be a blessing for each and every one of us, as we continue our Advent 

preparations for Christmas: “May the God of peace make us perfectly holy; and may we 

entirely — spirit, soul, and body — be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 
 

Pope Francis Award: today we welcome during our Sunday 

Mass the primary  6 pupils of St Joseph’s PS who will be enrolled for this 

award. This is the first year of the award which is organized by the 

Bishop’s Conference of Scotland and their agency the Scottish Catholic 

Education Service. The award is designed to help children to show “signs of 

love” in their daily lives and to be active members of their local Church. More 

information on the award can be found at: www.popefrancisfaithaward.com 
 

Parish Reconciliation Service: Thursday 18
th

 December at 7pm in the 

Church. This is an opportunity for us to become reconciled with the Lord and with each 

other. Several priests will be available for individual confession. 
 

Christmas Liturgical Ministries: varies ministries are required over the 3 

Christmas Masses, if you carry out a liturgical ministry and are available to assist, 

please print your name  in the relevant section on the sheet available at the back of the 

church 
 

Joint Ecumenical Advent & Christmas leaflet: many thanks to all 

who assisted in the distribution of the leaflet round the doors of Bonnybridge.   
 

Christmas Hampers:  Raffle Tickets are on sale now, £1 per book or £5 per 

bag. Many thanks to those who donated the items to make the hampers. 
 

Congratulations to the children of our parish school who performed wonderfully 

in their recent Nativity concert – such wonderful singers! 
 

Bonnybridge Community Christmas Carols: Friday 19
th

 December at 

7.15pm in the Memorial Park 
 

The Year of Consecrated Life: In 2013, Pope Francis declared that A Year 

of Consecrated Life be celebrated throughout the world. This Year of Consecrated Life 

will begin on the First Sunday of Advent, 30
th

 November 2014. It will close on the Day 

of Consecrated Life, 2
nd

 February 2016. Please pray for those Priests, Brothers and 

Sisters who have committed themselves to the vowed life that they be inspired by Jesus 

Christ to respond generously to God’s gift of their vocation. 


