
Today’s Mass Responses: 

Psalm:  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Gospel Acclamation    

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

The heavens opened and the Father’s voice resounded: 

“This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.” 

 Alleluia, etc 

 
Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick or 
housebound:  Fr Gerry Stones, Sr Pauline Mary Smith, Elizabeth Walton,  Patricia, 

Nan & John Smith, Thomas Timoney, Elizabeth Duffy, Higney Family, Eleaner Connell, 

Joe Reddy, May Mackie, Maria Black,  Ella Clark, Mary Klemm, Ellen Burrowes, Ina 

Kandzior, Nan McGlyn, Agnes Barr, Marion McCafferty,  Jetta Clark, Mary Donnelly, 

Sally Boyle, Caroline O’Kane,  Harris Ross, Carmel Crowe (Ireland),Marshall Ford,  and 

the patients of FVRH, FCH 
 

 
 
 

Last weekend’s Attendance: Vigil 60 (10children) Sun 122 (24 children)  

Last weekend’s collection:    Vigil-£207.81  Sun-£341.73 

Christmas Hamper Raffle  £400.00 
Thank you – your donations make the life, work & maintenance of the parish possible. 
 
 

 

Fairtrade Tea and Coffee after Mass on Sunday in hall.                  

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturdays from 10.30am. and 

again from 4.45pm to 5.15pm also Tuesdays from 6.30pm in the Sacristy. 
 

Local Hospitals: If you or someone you know is going into hospital please notify Fr 

Kevin BEFORE being admitted if at all possible, to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. If 

you cannot receive the Sacrament before being admitted then please contact Fr Kevin at the 

Presbytery or Fr Boylan in Denny on 823310 for  Forth Valley Royal Hospital or one of the 

priests at St Francis Xavier on 623567 for Falkirk Community Hospital. 
 

 SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, DEFEND US IN THE DAY OF BATTLE. 

Be our safeguard against the wickedness and the snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 

power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen         
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Mass Timetable         Mass Intentions 
Sat 10

th
 Jan 5.30pm Fr George Rodgers RIP 

Sun 11
th

 Jan 11.00am Pro Populo 

Tues 14
th

Jan 6.00pm HOLY HOUR 

Tues 14
th

Jan 7.00pm Mgr Peter O’Farrell RIP 

Wed 15
th

Jan 9.30am Special Intention 

Thurs 16
th

Jan 10.00am Francie Kennedy RIP 

Fri 17
th

Jan 9.30am Jimmy Begen RIP 

Sat 18
th

Jan 10.00am Suzanne Harris RIP 

Sat 18
th

Jan 5.30pm Pro Populo 

Sun 19
th

Jan 11.00am Alphonsus & Annie Boyle RIP 

Rotas 

Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Readers Offertory 

Sat 10th Jan 

Rena Mulholland 

Mgt.Fitzpatrick 

Agnes Starrs 

Carmel Begen 

John Bell 

Catherine Connell 

& 

Jean Costigane 

Sun 11th Jan 

Bernadette Love 

Sharon Millar 

Gemma McArdle 

Paul Cortopassi 

Patricia Smith 

Ann Doherty 

& 

Jessica Sweeney 

Sat 17
th

 Jan 

Jennifer Doherty 

Carmel Begen 

Avril Bell 

Elaine Lopinska 

Aileen Campbell 

Tommy & Margaret 

Fitzpatrick 

Sun 18
th

 Jan 

Marie Cortopassi 

Arthur McPartlane 

David Short 

Chiara Pennock 

Gemma McArdle 

Mary Graham 

& 

Agnes Campbell 
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“You are my Son, the Beloved; my 

favour rests on You”. 

http://stjosephbonnybridge.wordpress.com/


Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
 

Over this Christmas period, we have been thinking about Our Lord’s humility as 

he humbled himself to share in our humanity. We have seen him as a little baby, poor and 

in a manger or as a refugee fleeing to the safety of Egypt in his mother’s arms. He is Son of 

God yet as a baby he depends completely on Mary and Joseph for food and warmth, shelter 

and security. 

That humility continues to shine in today’s feast. He comes to the River Jordan many years 

later, hidden years at Nazareth, working with Joseph as a carpenter. He comes to John the 

Baptist to be baptised along with many other people. You wouldn’t have been able to pick 

him out. It is a humble way of showing himself to be a servant (as the prophets foretold), 

humbly beginning his ministry of preaching and healing. Although he is completely 

without sin, he stands among sinners, as one of them, accepting with them a ritual of 

repentance, though he has nothing to repent of. As well as being a sign of his humility, 

baptism is also a sign of his commitment to the Father on behalf of sinners, a commitment 

to his mission of salvation. As we hear in the first reading from the prophecy of Isaiah:’ 

Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither waver or be crushed until true justice is 

established on earth.’ That will be through his sacrifice on the cross, another sort of 

baptism. Before that takes place he will say: ‘There is a baptism I must still receive, and 

what constraint I am under until it is completed‘(Lk.12.50).  Just as he was plunged into the 

waters of the Jordan, so he will be plunged into a painful and ignominious death. 

Christ as humble and committed Servant is summed up in the Preface of today’s Mass, 

which is addressed to God the Father: ‘So that through the voice that came down from 

heaven we might come to believe in your Word dwelling among us, and by the Spirit’s 

descending in the likeness of a dove we might know that Christ your Servant has been 

anointed with the oil of gladness and sent to bring the good news to the poor.’ 

Each one of us was anointed when we were baptised, to share with Our Lord as servants. 

After the water was poured three times on our heads, special oil of chrism was applied by 

the priest or deacon with these words: ‘As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet and King, so 

may you live always as a member of his body, sharing everlasting life.’ 

What does it mean to me to live as a member of Christ’s body and be a servant as he was? 

What does it mean to me to promise to live and share in Our Lord’s unselfish dedication 

and commitment in my everyday life? 

The liturgical texts for the Masses during the week, will be taken from Year 1, Week 1. 
 

Special Collection today for Justice and Peace (should have been taken 

last weekend) 
 

Altar Servers: congratulations to Sean on winning 1st place at the recent Altar boys 

Christmas treat, held at the ten-pin bowling alley.  Congratulations to Fr Kevin on winning 

1st place overall for both adults and children!! 
 

Family Ceilidh: Friday 6th February at 7pm in the parish hall.  

Tickets are on sale priced £3 per adult, children are free.  Similar 

format to the ceilidh held during our successful parish mission.  Bring 

your own bottle and nibbles. Proceeds go to the maintenance of the 

parish. 

 

Ecumenical Evening Service of Prayer and Worship: For the 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
                                                                                                         

The Archdiocesan Ecumenical Core Group invite you to this service which we now host 

each year to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It will be held this year, as in 

previous years, in St. Margaret’s Chapel at the Gillis Centre, 100 Strathearn Road, 

Edinburgh on Wednesday evening, January 21
st
 at 7.30pm. 

Each year, the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and the 

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity in Rome, who together have ultimate 

responsibility for the Church Unity Octave, invite a national church to choose a theme 

and prepare worship materials for the week. For 2015 the Christian Church in Brazil 

chose a theme based  on  John 4:1-42  ( Jesus to the Samaritan woman)    “Give me to 

drink “     

The guest preacher on January 21
st
 will be the Very Rev. Sheilagh Kesting,  Ecumenical 

Officer of the Church of Scotland and former Moderator of the General Assembly.  

There will be a reception following the service to which everyone is invited. 
 

To all Catholic Men: Have you ever wondered how you as an individual can 

help your Church? To find out more, why not come along to the Knights of St Columba 

seminar being held in St Mungo’s Catholic Church Hall in Alloa, on Sunday the 18th 

January at 2pm.  Meet members of the Order of the KSC, learn what the KSC are all 

about, and what they do within the Church.  More information available in the porch or 

from leaflet which can be found at the back of the Church. 
 

Annual Archdiocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage: 10 – 17 July 2015: All are 

welcome – whether sick pilgrims in need of support, hotel pilgrims, helpers etc 

Archbishop Leo will lead our Archdiocesan Pilgrimage in 2015.  Further details are 

available from: www.tagney-tours.com or from Fr Kevin. Pilgrims, who require 

supported accommodation at the Accueil St Frai, please contact the Booking Secretary: 

Mrs Bernadette Barry, 61 Hailes Gardens, EH13 0JN.  
 

GIFT AID: please think about this! 
The most significant source of income received by the parish is ‘Gift Aid’. HMRC pay 

back 25p for every £1 of our collection under this scheme. Every week we receive at 

least half our donations from the loose collection, and at least some of the donors must 

be paying tax.  You only need to pay income tax to be able to partake in this scheme. 

There are 3 ways you can easily do this – weekly envelope, monthly BACS or annually 

by cheque or BACS. Also, you don’t need to be a regular attendee at St Joseph’s, you 

can participate in Gift Aid in a number of churches. Forms are available at the back of 

the church, if you wish to participate in this scheme. Please consider this, as it would it 

would significantly increase the parish’s income, at no cost to you. Finally, a very big 

thank you to all our parishioners who already donate through the Gift Aid scheme, you 

continued support is very much appreciated! If you want more information about this 

you can either contact Fr Kevin or email stjoseph.bonnybridge@gmail.com 

  


