
Today’s Mass Responses: 

Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

  Alleluia, alleluia!  

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David 

Alleluia!  
 

 
Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick or 
housebound:  Fr Gerry Stones, Sr Pauline Mary Smith, Margaret Roy, Elizabeth 

Walton,  Patricia, Nan & John Smith, Thomas Timoney, Elizabeth Duffy, Higney Family, 

Eleaner Connell, Joe Reddy, May Mackie, Maria Black,  Ella Clark, Mary Klemm, Ellen 

Burrowes, Ina Kandzior, Nan McGlyn, Agnes Barr, Marion McCafferty,  Jetta Clark, Mary 

Donnelly, Sally Boyle, Harris Ross, Carmel Crowe (Ireland),Marshall Ford,  and the 

patients of FVRH, FCH 
 

Last weekend’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ Attendance: Vigil 78 (12 children)         Sun 123 (30 children)  

Last weekend’’’’ collection:    Vigil-£286.55       Sun-£288.19  

  
Fairtrade Tea and Coffee are served after Mass on Sunday in the hall.  
                

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturdays from 

10.30am. and again from 4.45pm to 5.15pm also on Tuesdays from 

6.30pm in the Sacristy. 
 

Local Hospitals: If you or someone you know is going into hospital 

please notify Fr Kevin BEFORE being admitted if at all possible, to 

receive the Sacrament of the Sick. If you cannot receive the Sacrament before being 

admitted then please contact Fr Kevin at the Presbytery or Fr Boylan in Denny on 823310 

for  Forth Valley Royal Hospital or one of the priests at St Francis Xavier on 623567 for 

Falkirk Community Hospital. 
 

 SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, DEFEND US IN THE DAY OF BATTLE. 

Be our safeguard against the wickedness and the snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 

power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen                    
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Rotas 

Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Readers Offertory 

Sat 
22

nd
 

Nov 

Jennifer Doherty 

Carmel Begen 

Avril Bell 

Elaine Lopinska 

Aileen Campbell 

Tommy & 

Margaret 

Fitzpatrick 

Sun 
23

rd
 

Nov 

Marie Cortopassi 

Arthur McPartlane 

David Short 

Chiara Pennock 

Gemma McArdle 

Mary Graham 

& 

Agnes Campbell 

Sat 
29

th
 

Nov 

Agnes Campbell 

Avril Bell 

Rena Mulholland 

Jennifer Doherty 

 

Theresa Martin 

& 

Rachel Love 

Sun 
30

th
 

Nov 

Ian Cameron 

Nancy O'Kane 

Sharon Millar 

Angela McGuire 

 

Pat & 

Graham 

Schofield 

Mass Timetable         Mass Intentions 
Sat 22

nd
 Nov 5.30pm Holy Souls 

Sun 23
rd

 Nov 11.00am People of the Parish 

Tues 25
th

Nov 9.30am Funeral Mass for Jimmy McDermott RIP 

Tues 25
th

Nov 6.00pm Exposition & Benediction 

Tues 25
th

Nov 7.00pm Holy Souls 

Wed 26
th

Nov 9.30am Holy Souls 

Thurs 27
th

Nov 9.30am Holy Souls 

Fri 28
th

Nov 9.30am Holy Souls 

Sat 29
th

Nov 10.00am Holy Souls 

Sat 29
th

Nov 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sun 30
th

Nov 11.00am Holy Souls 
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Solemnity of Christ the King A 
 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King: as Pope Pius 

XI stated –"While nations insult the beloved name of our Redeemer by suppressing all 

mention of it in their conferences and parliaments, we must all the more loudly proclaim 

his kingly dignity and power, all the more universally affirm his rights." (Quas primas, 25) 

So we must proclaim the Kingship of Christ in our words and in our actions. 
  

Of your charity, please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Jimmy McDermott 

of our parish who died recently. Jimmy’s body will be received into St Joseph’s on Monday 

at 6pm and his funeral Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday at 9.30am. Eternal rest grant 

unto him O Lord… 
 

Christmas Hampers: We are looking for quality goods, 

such as bottles, biscuits, sweets, etc to make up a few Christmas 

hampers, which we can then raffle off with funds going towards 

the Church Funds.  All donations welcome. Raffle Tickets will be 

sold in the first few weeks of Advent. Items may be left in the 

sacristy – thank you. 
 

A Christmas Fayre: will be held in St Joseph’s School on Friday 28th November 

from 6.30pm till 9pm. Tickets on sale at school or from Angela McGuire. All proceeds go 

towards school funds. 
 

St Mungo’s Christmas Fete will be held on Saturday 29
th

 Nov in the High School 

from 10.30am until 2.30pm. Entry is £1 for adults and 50p for children. 
 

Joint Ecumenical Advent & Christmas leaflet: a joint leaflet produced 

by Bonnybridge St Helen’s and ourselves will soon be put together, outlining the various 

services in each church in the lead up to Christmas. This is the second time this venture has 

been tried. Volunteers are required to distribute the leaflets round the streets of 

Bonnybridge.  If you are able to assist, please speak to Fr Kevin. 
 

A Christmas Evening with Brenda Cochrane will take place in the 

Crypt, Denny on Friday 12
th

 Dec at 7.30pm. Tickets £10, bring your own bottle(s) and 

nibbles. The event is to raise funds for Fr. Thomas Keeprath, Punjab, India. Tickets are 

available from Monica telephone number 07879445475. 
 

Jesus Christ will return in glory to the earth: We do not know when he 

will return. But Christ promised us that he would return in glory, “as light comes from the 

east” to bring God’s plan of redemption to its fulfilment. In the early Church, Christians 

expected that Christ would come soon—any day. There was hopeful expectation. They 

were watchful—they looked to the sky in the east to wait for Christ. And because they did 

not know when he would return, they proclaimed the Gospel with urgency and enthusiasm, 

hoping to bring the world to salvation before Christ returned. It has been nearly two 

thousand years now since Christ ascended into heaven. It has become easier to forget that 

he will come again to earth. It has become easier to forget that we must be waiting, we must 

be watching, and we must be ready. 

 

In the season of Advent which starts next weekend, as we recall Christ’s Incarnation at 

Christmas, we are reminded to be prepared for Christ’s coming. In the Gospel for the 

First Sunday of Advent this year, Nov. 30, Christ tells us his disciples “to be on the 

watch.” For “You do not know when the Lord of the house is coming,” Jesus says. “May 

he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.” We remember that Christ is coming 

whenever we celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. In the Holy Mass we are made 

present to the sacrifice at Calvary, and to the joy of Christ’s glory in heaven. But we 

also remember that Christ will return, and we remember to watch, to be vigilant, to wait 

for him, and to be prepared. 
 

The Mass is rich with symbolism. The vestments of the priest remind us of the dignity 

of Christ the King. We strike our breasts, and bow our heads, and bend our knees to 

remember our sinfulness, God’s mercy, and his glory. In the Mass, the ways we stand, 

and sit, and kneel, remind us of God’s eternal plan for us. 

Since ancient times, Christians have faced the east during the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass to remember to keep watch for Christ. Together, the priest and the people faced 

the east together, waiting and watching for Christ. Even in Churches that did not face 

the east, the priest and people stood together in the Mass, gazing at Christ on the 

crucifix, on the altar, and in the tabernacle, to recall the importance of watching for his 

return. The symbolism of the priest and people facing ad orientem—to the east—is an 

ancient reminder of the coming of Christ. 
 

More recently, it has become common for the priest and the people to face one another 

during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The priest stands behind the altar as he 

consecrates the Eucharist, facing the people. The people see the face of the priest as he 

prays, and he sees their faces. These positions can have important symbolism too. They 

can remind us that we are a community—one body in Christ. And they can remind us 

that the Eucharist, at the centre of the assembly, should also be at 

the centre of our families, and our lives. 

But the symbolism of facing together, and awaiting Christ, is rich, 

time-honoured and important. Especially during Advent, as we 

await the coming of the Lord, facing the east together—even 

symbolically facing Christ together at the altar and on the 

crucifix—is a powerful witness to Christ’s imminent return. 

Today, at a time when it is easy to forget that Christ is coming—

and easy to be complacent in our spiritual lives and in the work of 

evangelization—we need reminders that Christ will come. 

During the season of Advent, Fr Kevin will celebrate the Mass ad 

orientem. With the People of God, the priest will stand facing the 

altar, and facing the crucifix.  
 

In the ad orientem posture at Mass, the priest will not be facing 

away from the people. He will be with them—among them, and leading them—facing 

Christ, and waiting for  his return. 
 

“Be watchful!” says Jesus. “Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.” We 

do not know when the time will come for Christ’s to return. But we know that we must 

watch for him. May we “face the east,” together, watching for Christ in the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass and in our lives. 


