
 ‘…Then, opening their treasures, 

they offered him gifts of gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.’ 

 

Today’s Mass Responses: 

Psalm: All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

We saw his star as it rose 

and have come to do the Lord homage. 

Alleluia!  

 

Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick or 
housebound:  Fr Gerry Stones, Sr Pauline Mary Smith, Elizabeth Walton,  Patricia, 

Nan & John Smith, Thomas Timoney, Elizabeth Duffy, Higney Family, Eleaner Connell, 

Joe Reddy, May Mackie, Maria Black,  Ella Clark, Mary Klemm, Ellen Burrowes, Ina 

Kandzior, Nan McGlyn, Agnes Barr, Marion McCafferty,  Jetta Clark, Mary Donnelly, 

Sally Boyle, Caroline O’Kane,  Harris Ross, Carmel Crowe (Ireland),Marshall Ford,  and 

the patients of FVRH, FCH 
 

Last weekend’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ Attendance: Vigil 62 (5 children)         Sun 99 (22 children)  

Last weekend’’’’ collection:    Vigil £270.86       Sun-£296.95  
  
Fairtrade Tea and Coffee are served after Mass on Sunday in the hall.  
                

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturdays 

from 10.30am. and again from 4.45pm to 5.15pm also on Tuesdays from 

6.30pm in the Sacristy. 
 

Local Hospitals: If you or someone you know is going into hospital 

please notify Fr Kevin BEFORE being admitted if at all possible, to 

receive the Sacrament of the Sick. If you cannot receive the Sacrament 

before being admitted then please contact Fr Kevin at the Presbytery or Fr Boylan in Denny 

on 823310 for  Forth Valley Royal Hospital or one of the priests at St Francis Xavier on 

623567 for Falkirk Community Hospital. 
 

 SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, DEFEND US IN THE DAY OF BATTLE. 

Be our safeguard against the wickedness and the snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 

power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits who prowl throughout the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen                    
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Rotas 

Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Holy 

Communion 
Readers Offertory 

Sat 3rd Jan 

Agnes Campbell 

Avril Bell 

Rena Mulholland 

Jennifer Doherty 

 

Agnes Starrs 

& 

Christine Moroney 

Sun 4th Jan 

Irene Earshman 

Julie Howat 

Marie Cortopassi 

Suzanne Steel 

Ciara-Mae 

Ballantine 

Mary Nicoll 

& 

Molly Kerrigan 

Sat 10th Jan 

Rena Mulholland 

Mgt.Fitzpatrick 

Agnes Starrs 

Carmel Begen 

John Bell 

Catherine Connell 

& 

Jean Costigane 

Sun 11th Jan 

Bernadette Love 

Sharon Millar 

Gemma McArdle 

Paul Cortopassi 

Patricia Smith 

Ann Doherty 

& 

Jessica Sweeney 

Mass Timetable         Mass Intentions 
Sat 3

rd
 Jan 5.30pm Christmas Mass Intentions 

Sun 4
th

 Jan 11.00am Pro Populo 

Tues 6
th

 Jan 6.00pm HOLY HOUR 

Tues 6
th

 Jan 7.00pm Michael Rooney RIP 

Wed 7
th

 Jan 9.30am Tam Duffy RIP 

Thu 8
th

 Jan 9.30am Jimmy McDermott RIP 

Fri 9
th

 Jan 9.30am Jean Burns RIP 

Sat 10
th

 Jan 10.00am The Young Family RIP 

Sat 10
th

 Jan 5.30pm Fr George Rodgers RIP 

Sun 11
th

 Jan 11.00am Pro Populo 
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Solemnity of the Epiphany 

 

 

Reflection: Some of you may be familiar with “re-gifting” that is, rather than leave a gift 

unused or if it is something you have already, you pass it on to someone else. This practice 

seems to have American origins, though it may have been a longer tradition over here than 

we are given credit for or imagine. This may be an appropriate day, the Feast of the 

Epiphany, to speak of gifts and re-gifting. We remember this feast as a feast for the 

Gentiles which includes all and not only those of the Jewish faith. Today the gift of faith 

reaches out to all of good will. The Wise Men travelled from the East to pay homage to the 

Infant King. They brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh reminding us of his 

kingship, his deity and also of his destiny and death. We do not have an account of what 

happened to the gifts, but we do have an account of the Wise Men with King Herod, who 

stated that he wanted to know all about the Infant King, so that he too may pay him 

homage. Sadly we know the terrible reality of Herod’s intention - the slaughter of the Holy 

Innocents. We hear today beautiful words from St. Matthew, describing their experience 

and homage, “The sight of the star filled them with delight, and 

going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

falling to their knees they did him homage. Then opening their 

treasures they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and 

returned to their own country by a different way.” Our experience 

for those at the live Nativity Gospel Tableau, our Christmas Masses 

and  visits to the Crib, our own faithful prayer and devotion are 

important, and an inspiration in our understanding of the gifts of our 

faith. 

 

It is here at the crib scene, at the homage of the Magi, we can reflect upon the whole 

process of re-gifting. Each of us has been given the gift of faith. It is a special gift to be 

treasured, cherished and lived. It is also a gift at its best when it is re-gifted, given to others. 

When we do this, it brings great blessing through the power of the Holy Spirit to others and 

ourselves, nothing is lost. Imagine the benefits to our own family, our parish, our 

community, our world! It is sad to note, even in our own families, there are many who 

would benefit from a “re-gifting” of faith. If we could find a little more time at home or 

Church, we could factor in for 2015 prayer in our diaries, diets or exercise programmes. 

This will strengthen us in our resolve to re-gift our faith to others.  Some are able to do this 

in a more direct and open manner but if this is not always possible, never forget the power 

of prayer. In our present time, we as Catholics and as Christians must do all we can to keep 

in mind the importance of our faith. We are surrounded by many who wish to erode basic 

human rights in relation to faith and conscience. Yet when it comes to their cause, all tables 

are turned and all self-interpretations proclaimed. 

 

In our re-gifting of our faith it is important that we follow the example of the Wise Men 

after their meeting with Jesus, “they returned to their own country by a different way”. We 

have gifts of faith, love, charity, hope, peace and truth to offer. We too must go by a 

different way, living always lives in the joy of the Gospel, so that others may see Jesus in 

us. Re-gifting has practical benefits too for the needy. Your kindness to the Falkirk Food 

bank appeal looked after by our parish St. Vincent de Paul was much appreciated. If you 

have anything you may wish to re-gift in the direction of the SVP, it will not be too late 

and will always be gladly received. Through the example and homage of the Wise Men, 

may we never fail to “fall on our knees” before Jesus our Lord and Saviour. Do the 

same before our brothers and sisters in need, we have much to re-gift, practically and 

spiritually, and we know Jesus, is there too.   
 

Come and pray with us at our Christmas Crib: Let God love you 

in Jesus, the child of Bethlehem. There are no conditions. There are no interviews to get 

through, no exams to pass, no points to notch up. Come as you are, without masks, 

without pretence. There is no need for that when approaching a baby. There is room for 

everyone around the crib. Friends, enemies, rich, poor, sinners, saints; no one who 

approaches with sincerity is turned away. There we begin to understand that He is the 

Gift and the Giver.  

As St. John says: “From His fullness we have all received.” Father, as we celebrate the 

birthday of Christ, our Saviour, may we come to appreciate more deeply the meaning of 

what is being offered to us. May we too share in the joy of the Angels who gave Glory 

to God in the highest and sang of peace to the people on earth. 

The box donations made in the Crib offerings are forwarded to the Archbishop for him 

to distribute for the good of less well off children. 
 

Epiphany House Blessings:  Around January 6, the symbol +C+B+M+ with 

two numbers before and two numbers after (for example, 20+C+B+M+15) is 

sometimes seen written in chalk above the doorway of Christian homes. The letters are 

the initials of the traditional names of the Three Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. 

These letters also abbreviate the Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat, "May 

Christ bless the house." The beginning and ending numbers are the year, 2014 in the 

example above. The crosses represent Christ. Marking the lintels of doorways is an old 

European practice that originally had overtones of magic (protection of the house). 

However, the symbols are now used throughout the world and usually represent a 

traditional Epiphany prayer and blessing. As with previous years, Fr Kevin will bless 

chalk to be taken home and used in conjunction with the prayers provided in blessing 

our homes and our families. 
 

Mass for Migrants 
Join us at this Mass at 3.00pm on Sunday 18th January to celebrate the annual World 

Day for Migrants and Refugees, led by Archbishop Leo Cushley. This year Pope 

Francis’ theme is: Church without frontiers, Mother to all. All very welcome. If you 

would like to attend the reception afterwards please email: 

Miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk 

 

Did you know that Christmastide this year ends on Sunday 11
th

 

January? How many of you had decorations up during Advent, and now 

currently have none up during Christmas??   

Keep Christmas in Christmas!  
 


